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Agenda

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

Welcome & Introduction
Michael Kilgariff, CEO, Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia (CCAA)

Formal Launch of the Australian Adoption Guide
Diane Niu, Director Stakeholder Engagement, CCAA

Background on GCCA Global Ratings for Concrete
Dr Andrew Minson, Director Concrete and Sustainable Construction
Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA)

Explanation of the Australian Adoption
Matthew Kerley, National Technical Manager, Cement Australia

Rating System in the Market
Hudson Worsley, Chair, MECLA

Q&A
Diane Niu(facilitator)

Close & Next Stages
Diane Niu, Director Stakeholder Engagement, CCAA
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About CCAA

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia is the voice of
the heavy construction materials industry in Australia.

CCAA members supply around 90% of the cement, concrete and 
ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ

The industry generates approximately $15 Billion in annual 
revenues and employs approximately 30,000 Australians 
directly and a further 80,000 indirectly.
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Foundation Members

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete
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Members

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete
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Associate Members

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete
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Diane Niu
Director Stakeholder Engagement, CCAA 

Formal Launch of the 
Australian Adoption Guide
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Official Launch

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

CCAA Guide released to 
market today
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Australian Adoption

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

ựAllows Australian Concrete mixes to be assessed 
according to concrete emission rating bands 

ự!ƭƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ D//!Ωǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

ựDeveloped with GCCA

ựConsultation with MECLA
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This independent reportwas released in 2021, following the Australian 
cement and concrete industry declaring its ambition to deliver net zero 
carbon cement & concrete by 2050.

The new report enables a better understanding of the technologies and practices 
necessary to decarboniseAustralian cement and concrete, and identifies eight 
decarbonisationpathways and key future research requirements. 

Enabling Decarbonisation

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

The Australian Adoption Rating System specifically supports these two decarbonisationpathways

Pathways for the Australian Cement and Concrete Sector
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Enabling Decarbonisation

Australian Adoption of the GCCA Global Ratings for Low Carbon and Near Zero Concrete

Industry Decarbonisation Facilitation Plan
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Dr Andrew Minson
Director Concrete and Sustainable Construction
Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA) 

Background on GCCA Global 
Ratings for Concrete



GCCA Global Ratings for 
Concrete

9th December 2025
Andrew.Minson@gccassociation.org

Dr Andrew Minson DPhil FIStructEFICE 

Director 

Global Cement and Concrete Association

mailto:Andrew.Minson@gccassociation.org
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Introduction

Å The Global Cement and Concrete Association (GCCA)has launched cement and concrete ratings by carbon footprint

Å This system is designed to support low-carbon procurement, facilitate environmental reporting, and enable fair 

product comparison, and overcome problem of lots of different low carbon definitions

Å A critical step towards the global goal of net-zero emissions by 2050Σ ŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ D//!Ωǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǊƻŀŘƳŀǇ

Å GCCA Ratings are made available for country adoption (and adaptation if needed) 



GCCA Low Carbon Ratings for Concrete: Purpose & Applications
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Å Procurement:Provides clients and governments globally recognisedratings to underpin low carbon procurement -

ratings which are designed to be overlaid with local current average values and targets.  

¶ Reporting:Allows organisations (supply or demand) to report and track progress on carbon footprint of products in a 

globally consistent manner.      

¶ Comparability:Enables comparison of concrete products, including across different countries ςCƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ ά5έ 

ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ά5έ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 9/hіŜ/m³ value 

differs due to local carbon accounting standards and practice.



GCCA Low Carbon Ratings for Concrete    
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Supports, facilitates and enables:  

marketing and 
promotion

low-carbon 
procurement 

fair product 
comparison

environmental 
reporting

Example labels for 

concrete:

Concrete ratings:
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Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM)

GCCA Collaboration with CEM Industrial Deep Decarbonisation Initiative 
(IDDI) hosted by UNIDO to develop Ratings 



Global Cement and Concrete Association 18

IDDI chose IEA definitions for low and near zero emission production of cement 
ŀǎ άǊƻōǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘέ

L9! wŜǇƻǊǘΥ ά!ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ IŜŀǾȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ {ŜŎǘƻǊǎ Dт aŜƳōŜǊǎάΣ aŀȅ мфth 2022

L9! ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀ άb9!w ½9whέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ tŀǊƛǎ 
and sector carbon budget.

This gives a shared destination for all cement 
production globally.  IEA published similar for 
steel so there is consistency.  

IEA definitions are not incremental reductions 
from a baseline/ benchmark, like most locally 
produced systems: the shared destination is a 
distinction.

GCCA ratings are based on IEA system



GCCA Low Carbon Ratings for Concrete
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Objective, Robust, Credible & Transparent

ÅDeveloped with extensive stakeholder engagement

ÅRating based on product carbon footprint (GWP) in an EPD* 

Perfect Balance between Global AND Local 

ÅLCR provide globalsystem from AA to G: meets needs of governments, international companies**

ÅCountryAdaption to country EPD* custom and practice if needed (minority of countries) 

ÅLocaloverlay of current GWP performance 

ÅLocalsetting of targets/thresholds in procurement 

GCCA LCR addresses problem of many different schemes being created

ÅAlready evidence of country, state and local level schemes emerging

*other product carbon accounting can also be accommodated (e.gmethane avoidance)       ** also meets needs of companies that use international companies 



Progress (1/2)
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Government Adoption

ÅGCCA has worked with multi lateral forums to facilitate government adoption

ÅNational Associations will lead activity in their country (VDZ  launch cement carbon class in 
Germany with support of Ministry)  

Private Sector Adoption ςGlobal Initiatives 

ÅConcrete Zero (by Climate Group) has included GCCA Low Carbon ratings as an option for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳȅŜǊΩǎ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ

ÅGCCA continues to work with World Economic Forum First Movers Coalition 

ÅGCCA/Concrete Sustainability Council pilot being launched Jan 2026 (LatAm)

ÅIKI funded BEAT assessment Tool in Asia has embedded GCCA LCR

ÅGCCA discussions with global building assessment methods (e.gLEED) 




